-from Florida Today

A new scientific report from Harbor Branch reflect health problems throughout the bottlenose
Oceanographic Institute found one in three dolphin in  population, which numbers about 80,000 in the
the lagoon “definitely diseased.” Experts also worry western North Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico alone.
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getting sicker. Dolphin in the lagoon are suffering from  dolphin in the northern lagoon. Lobomycosis is
a mix of emerging ailments including genital tumors, only found in dolphin and humans. Researchers
stomach ulcers, fungal growths and viral infections that have also discovered ingredients from flame
can lead to cancer. Biologists aren't sure how many retardants in dolphin tissues in both populations.
lagoon dolphin may be dying from cancer or as a result  They're widely used in plastics and foams from

of immune suppression caused by the other infections.  computer casings, carpet pads and cushions on
They say their sample may chairs and couches.

Florida Seeks to Restrict Phosphate in Fertilizers

-from Florida Today and other sources

Florida is considering a plan to decrease phosphorus in lawn fertilizers sold throughout the state. Sarasota
Lee and Martin Counties have all been considering banning phosphorus from fertilizers because it can trigger
algae blooms in local waterways. A toxic algae bloom in the St Lucie River in Martin County last year made
the river unsafe for recreational use. A state-wide regulation would more thoroughly address the problem
and make it easier for fertilizer manufactures to deliver a product specially made for Florida. Reducing the
amount of phosphorus entering the water supply is part a $200 Million water-quality project for Lake
Okeechobee and the Everglades recently funded by the Florida Legislature. Fertilizers now sold in local
home improvement stores contain from 0 to 16 percent phosphorus. The percentage is the second of the
three prominent numbers found on all fertilizer bags. Florida will become the first in the nation to enact a
statewide restriction on the content of fertilizers. If passed, fertilizers sold in Florida must be no- or low-
phosphate. Phosphorus, along with nitrogen, is a pollutant that contributes to algae blooms, fish kills, and
dead zones, all of which alter already fragile ecosystems. The high phosphate levels are due in large part to
Americans’ love of heavily-fertilized, brilliantly green lawns, golf courses, and recreational areas, though
many professional lawn care experts say phosphate is unnecessary in Florida due to naturally high levels in
many soils.

NEWS
OF
THE

| NDIAN

RIVER
LAGOON

SUMMER
2007

VoL 22
No. 2

You can't catch fish that don't exist- Join the MRC!



