Fall / Winter 2004
Right Whale Volunteer News

Julie Albert, Program Coordinator

MRC Jumps "Right" Into 10 ™ Whale Season!

Whale Classes Early This Season

MRC is anticipating a busy and productive 10" calving
season! In order to give you the time and attention you
deserve for helping MRC and right whales, we are
conducting classes early this year before the whales
arrive. Most classes will be completed by mid-November,
so mark your calendars now! Please join us to remind
yourself why it is so important that you are taking part in
our volunteer program! For more information, see the
class schedule on pages two and three.

MRC's classes are conducted
to inform the public of the
critically endangered status of
North Atlantic right whales.
Collisions with ships account for
more than one-third of their
deaths. Help us prevent these
easily avoidable collisions by
attending MRC's free classes
and reporting sightings to the
hotline: 1-888-97-WHALE.

The whales are expected to

arrive in Florida in December,

so be prepared to do some

whale watching! A right whale

has the following

characteristics:

" large white bumps on the
head called callosities
no dorsal fin on its back
black, paddle-shaped, short, stubby flippers
black, triangular tail with a deep notch in the middle
V-shaped blow from the blowhole when it exhales

MRC Moves Into Lagoon House

MRC's office has relocated to Palm Bay! The Lagoon
House not only accommodates MRC's office, but will soon
be open to the public as a learning center about the
Indian River Lagoon. There will be changing exhibits and
the Indian River Lagoon Library is open and always
expanding. Please stop by for a visitt We are now
located at 3275 Dixie Hwy. NE, Palm Bay, Florida
32905. Our new phone number is 321-725-7775 and our
fax number is 321-725-3554. Our website and emalil
address remain the same: www.mrcirl.org and
council@mrcirl.org , respectively.

Protocol for Reporting Whale Sightings

Please report whale sightings to 1-888-97-WHALE
immediately. Make every effort to call while you are still
watching the whale. Have the following information ready
when you call:
" your location (city)
your phone number with area code
total number of whales
whether a calf is present
direction of movement
If you leave a message on the
hotline, please stay near your
phone so we can reach you.
All we need is a few brief
minutes to collect information
from you before you head back
outside to watch the whales!
Many sightings are reported
days, weeks, even months late.
Although valuable information
can still be collected, ships
cannot be diverted around the
whales if we hear about it late.

NOAA, Disney & Port
Canaveral Support
Whale Program Again

Through the funding of the
Disney Wildlife Conservation

Photo courtesy: New England Aquarium Fund, MRC's 750 volunteers

and the public can report right whale sightings to our
hotline (1-888-97-WHALE). Once a sighting is reported,
MRC makes every attempt to photograph the whales.
This year, NOAA-Fisheries provided funding for the
purchase of a digital camera for the MRC. NOAA-
Fisheries’ generosity for the wupgrade in camera
equipment shows the importance of documenting how the
whales associate with each other, use their habitat, and
where and how fast they travel. A digital camera will
allow for higher quality photos, more organization, and a
lower cost in the long run.

The Canaveral Port Authority, our longest-term supporter,
funds our efforts to confirm sightings and report whales to
harbor pilots at the Port. Not only does this help avoid a
collision to protect the whales, but to greatly reduce the
risk of damage to vessels, which can have an economic
impact in our area.

Thank you to our sponsors for supporting us again this
season!



Right Whale Education and Volunteer Training Classe s
2004-2005 Calving Season

MRC will again conduct free education and training classes to identify the right whale in Florida coastal waters. Learn how
you can participate in spotting right whales from shore and help protect the most endangered of the great whales while
they use our waters to give birth. Classes usually last an hour. Educational materials will be distributed. Call MRC at

(321) 725-7775 or email council@mrcirl.org
Bay is planned for later in the season. Please cal

Fri., Oct. 29

Sat., Oct. 30

Wed., Nov. 3

Fri., Nov. 5

Sat., Nov. 6

Fri., Nov. 12

Sat., Nov. 13

Sat., Nov. 13

Sun., Nov. 14

Tues., Nov. 16

Wed., Nov. 17

Sat., Nov. 20

Wed., Dec. 8

12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m.
(Brown Bag Lunch)
2:30 p.m. —4:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m.

(Brown Bag Lunch)

12:00 p.m. —1:00 p.m.

(Brown Bag Lunch)

2:00 p.m. — 3:30 p.m.

12:00 p.m. —1:00 p.m.

(Brown Bag Lunch)

10:00 a.m. —11:30 a.m.

3:00 p.m. —4:30 p.m.

2:00 p.m. —3:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

1:.00 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.

6:45 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.

for more information. A brown bag lunch at the Lagoon House in Palm
I MRC for more details after Jan. 1, 2005.

Canaveral Nation al Seashore Visitor's Center
7611 S. Atlantic Ave., New Smyrna  Beach
(386) 428-3384, ext. 18

Flagler County Pu blic Library
2500 Palm Coast Pkwy NW, Palm Coast
(386) 446-6763

Sand Point Park, Titusville
Valicenti Pavilion (corner of US1 and SR 406)
(321) 264-5105

Grant Brown Bag L  unch
Fisherman's Landing Park
5795 US1, Grant (by Historical House)

New Smyrna Beach Library
1001 S. Dixie Fwy.
(386) 424-2910

Florida Oceanogr aphic Society
890 NE Ocean Blvd., Hutchinson Isl  and
(772) 225-0505

Ponte Vedra Bea ch Library
101 Library Blivd.

Friends of the Library Room
(904) 273-0495

First Coast Commu nity Bank
1750 S. 14" St., Fernandina Beach
(904) 491-7258 (Connie)

St. Augustine Lig  hthouse, Anastasia Gallery
81 Lighthouse Ave., St. Augustine
(904) 829-0745

Melbourne Beach Library
324 Ocean Ave.
(321) 956-5642

David R. Schechte r Community Center
1089 South Patrick Dr., Satellite Beach
(321) 773-6458

City Island Libra ry Center
105 E. Magnolia Ave., Daytona Beach
(386) 257-6036

Cocoa Beach Librar y
550 N. Brevard Ave.
(321) 868-1104



Right Whale Training Classes (Continued)

Sat., Dec. 11 9:30 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.

Sat., Dec. 11 2:00 p.m. —3:30 p.m.

While your first thoughts of the picture to the right might
be of astonishment that the surfer and mother and calf
right whales are so close together, let it be a reminder
that this surfer should not have been there. Remember,
it is illegal to be within 1500 feet (500 yards) of a North
Atlantic right whale, even if the whale approaches you.
Leave the area at a slow, safe speed. If a right whale is
within 1500 feet of shore, do not go in the water. The
best place to observe right whales is from the beach or
your balcony. If you observe anyone harassing right
whales, please report it to the sighting hotline at 1-888-
97-WHALE.

The whales in this photo were preliminarily identified as
#2330 and her calf. They were spotted off Cocoa
Beach on March 1, 2003 and again in Indialantic on
March 2™, where this photo was taken. This surfer did
not actively approach the whales and the whales
showed no signs of distress.

500-Yard Rule is a Federal Law

Satellite Beach Library
751 Jamaica Blvd.
(321) 779-4004

Cape Canaveral L ibrary
201 Polk Ave.
(321) 868-1101

Photo by Julie Albert/ MRC

Right whale #2330 was spotted with her calf headed south off the
coast of Indialantic, FL on March 2, 2003. Although this surfer did not
actively approach the whales, he should have stayed out of the water
until the whales passed and were 500 yards away.

MRC & Marineland Collaborate for 5

" vear

Once again, MRC and the Marineland Volunteer Group
will be working to track right whales along Florida's east
coast this winter. The Marineland Volunteer Group,
coordinated by Jim Hain, Joy Hampp, and Frank
Gromling, will again conduct its program of dedicated
lookouts from designated shore points and condos from
January 3 to March 11.

Marineland volunteers report sightings to MRC's whale
hotline (1-888-97-WHALE), which begins a series of
events that could result in the whale's identification,
tracking, and possibly saving his life! The Marineland
Volunteer Group works to track and photograph whales
in the northern end of the critical habitat area from St.
Augustine Beach to Ponce Inlet. Julie Albert, Whale
Program Coordinator for the Marine Resources Council,
works with volunteers to verify sightings from Daytona
Beach to Vero Beach. Other areas are covered on a
case-by-case basis.

As in previous years, volunteers will be helping us
gather important data such as travel speed of the
whales, habitat use, identification of individuals,
associations between whales, etc. that is submitted to
the national right whale database.

Photo: Jim Hain, Julie Albert, and Joy Hampp at Marineland.




Report Right Whale Sightings to 1-888-97-WHALE

Triangular tail, black on both sides

Report right whale sightings

as they happen

and have the following information ready:

Number of whales
Calves present?
Direction of movement
Time of first sighting

Location (city, street address, latitude/longitude)

V-shaped blow from blowhole

Photo Courtesy: Center for Coastal Studies

Photo Courtesy: Center for Coastal Studies

Short, stubby, black flippers

Photo Courtesy: North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium

Photo Courtesy: New England Aquarium

Report the sighting of a right
whale immediately and you can
save the life of one! The greatest
threat to North Atlantic right
whales is collisions with ships,
which account for more than 1/3
of their deaths. When you report
whale sightings to MRC's hotline,
you are initiating a sequence of
events that can save the lives of
these whales. MRC confirms the
sightings you report and informs
the U.S. Navy in Jacksonville,
Florida of the whale's
whereabouts. This information is
transmitted to all commercial and
military ships in the area so they
can take whatever action
necessary to avoid a collision.



Volunteers Help During Hurricane Frances

In the wake of Hurricane Frances, Julie Albert, the
Program Coordinator, and her family, learned exactly
how thoughtful and willing to help the whale volunteers
actually are. Julie, her husband, David, and son,
Brandon, evacuated Melbourne before Hurricane
Frances hit the area. On a moment's notice, Tom and
Lynn Unkenholz of Fernandina Beach were willing to
take them in, not knowing whether or not they would be
evacuating themselves. Although Julie and her family
did not make it as far as Fernandina Beach when they
left town at 2:00 a.m., they found refuge at the home of
Dorothy and Stuart Dornblaser in South Ponte Vedra
Beach. The Dornblasers opened their home to people
they had never met (not to mention a dog and two cats)
and graciously offered what they were able. The Alberts
had a safe place to rest and eat before continuing to
Savannah, Georgia. Julie would like to express her
gratitude to both families for being willing to take in her
and her family!

Left to right: David, Julie, and Brandon Albert; their dog, Mandy, and
volunteer Dorothy Dornblaser.

Wildlife Hotline Numbers

MRC receives many calls during the season regarding
stranded or hurt dolphins, turtles, birds, etc. because the
phone numbers of proper authorities may not be readily
available. Listed below are phone numbers that you may
find handy not only during whale season, but throughout
the year:

Right Whale Sightings (Dec.-March): 1-888-97-WHALE
(Marine Resources Council) (1-888-979-4253)

Stranded or hurt marine mammals: 1-888-404-FWCC
(FL Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission) -3922

Stranded or hurt sea turtles: (321) 676-1701

(Sea Turtle Preservation Society) or FWCC above

Injured birds in the Melbourne area: (321) 254-8843
(Florida Wildlife Hospital, 4560 US1 North, Melbourne)

Harassment of Marine Animals:
(NMFS Law Enforcement)

(321) 269-0004

Whale Concerns During Super Bowl XXXIX

Whale experts have expressed concerns the upcoming
Super Bowl game in Jacksonville on Feb. 6 may pose a
threat to right whales. Five cruise ships are docking at the
Port of Jacksonville to accommodate out-of-town guests.
Air shows and restricted air space near the stadium may
ground the right whale aerial survey teams.

Julie Albert, the MRC Right Whale Program Coordinator,
attended a meeting on October 13 where the Super Bowl
issue was discussed and many people's uneasiness was
put to rest. A member of the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)
assured us that there would be strict security at the Port of
Jacksonville, not only for people, but for the whales. A
Florida Fish & Wildlife boat will be stationed at the Port.
"Safety Zones" will be established around sighted whales
and the USCG will escort the whale out of the area to
safety. Once the five cruise ships arrive, they will be
docked until after the game. There will be no traveling in
and out of the Port. The entire Port area will be in
"lockdown" mode for four hours during the game. There
will be no ship traffic at all during that time.

Volunteers around Fernandina Beach, Jacksonville, and
Ponte Vedra Beach are asked to keep a close eye on the
water from Feb. 1 through Feb. 8 and report any sightings
immediately.

Program MRC's Right Whale Hotline number
into the speed dial on your telephone!

1-888-979-4253

Right Whale Jewelry Available

Local jewelry artist Jean Albert has custom created right
whale jewelry with MRC's whale volunteers in mind! A $35
donation to MRC's right whale program will be
commemorated by sending you a 18 sterling silver whale
tail pendant or a pair of whale tail earrings! A $45
donation will be commemorated with a 1% (shown below)
or 1Y% whale tail pendant, 1%®" whale tail key ring, whale
tail earrings, a right whale mother and calf pendant, or a
manatee mother and calf pendant.

The earrings that match the whale tail pendant are
available as dangles with posts, dangles with French
wires, or non-dangles with the post behind the tail. The
mother and calf pendants are hollow on the back so they
are not too heavy. For more information, call the office at
(321) 725-7775 or email us at council@mrcirl.org



#3120 Still Entangled as of Sept. 22

Info. from Center for Coastal Studies

The Center for Coastal Studies announced that an
entangled right whale spotted in Brown's Bank on Sept. 6th
has been identified as #3120, a three-year-old right whale
who was first reported entangled in April, 2002. The New
England Aquarium's research team spotted the whale
during aerial surveys.

A disentanglement team spent all day Sept. 22 in rough
sea conditions trying to disentangle the whale without
success. However, detailed information was gathered on
the condition of #3120 and how the gear is wrapped around
him. There are two lines that pass from the right side of his
mouth over the blowholes to the left flipper. The left flipper,
observed for the first time on Sept. 22, was white and the
line could not be seen, indicating the fishing line was
embedded in the tissue and cutting off circulation to the left
flipper. Lack of skin color extended beyond the flipper onto
the body of the whale. Chris Slay of the New England
Aquarium stated that this may kill the whale if his situation
does not change.

MRC first brought you news of #3120's entanglement in the
Spring 2003 newsletter. We will continue to update you as
we receive word of his condition.

#3120 on Sept. 6th. Photo Courtesy: New England Aquarium

Entangled Whales Traveling Together

Info from Center for Coastal Studies

Two entangled whales, Plper (#2320) and #1424, were
seen together on April 18™ and 20" near Stellwagen Bank
and Cape Cod Bay, respectively. Neither whale appeared
to be in poor health and were believed to be feeding at the
time they were spotted. Whale #1424 was also seen in
late March with a social group and was feeding then.
Therefore, the gear has not been interfering with normal
activity for this animal. Piper was spotted during the
disentanglement attempts of #3120 on Sept. 22. However,
scientists chose to concentrate on #3120 due to the
severity of his entanglement.

Piper (#2320) on Sept. 15", Photo Courtesy: New England Aquarium

Kingfisher's Whereabouts Unknown

Kingfisher, a one-year-old male was spotted entangled off
St. Augustine on March 17" and was tracked for weeks in
an attempt to disentangle him. According to Bob Bowman
at the Center for Coastal Studies, Kingfisher has not been
resighted since May 3 when his tracking device was
accidentally severed from the line attaching it to him. The
entanglement was severe and no re-sightings are
expected.

Update on 2003-2004 Calving Season

Last winter the right whale population grew by 16 calves, up
one from the 15 reported in the spring newsletter.

The mother that was spotted with her calf in the Gulf of
Mexico in April has been identified as #2360. Volunteers
saw the new mother in Indlalantlc on Jan. 25, 2003. They
were seen in Miami on Jan. 30", and agam in the Gulf of
Mexico several times between March 14" and April 9™ On
May 31% their photos were taken in the Great South
Channel, east of Cape Cod. Not only is it fantastic that they
were identified, but they made it safely back around Florida's
peninsula and up to the feeding grounds for the summer!

Volunteers Needed to Distribute Brochures

MRC is seeking volunteers to distribute brochures, phone
cards, and educational materials to shoreline businesses,
hotels, condos, restaurants, libraries, etc. Phone cards have
simple instructions on how to report a whale sighting. MRC
also has full-color whale brochures describing how to get
involved and why it is so important. If you are interested in
helping get the word on the street, please call MRC at (321)
725-7775 for more information.

Whale Gear Competition Seeking Applicants

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), in
cooperation with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA
Fisheries), the Northeast Consortium, and the Gulf of
Maine Lobster Foundation, recently announced a Request
for Proposals for the Large Whale Gear Competition, a new
project under NFWF's National Whale Conservation Fund.
The competition was established to support the
development of innovative fishing gear and/or gear
modifications that decrease the incidence of entanglement
of large whales, especially right whales. The program is
open internationally to all that can meet the eligibility
criteria.

Awarded applicants will receive up to $10,000 grants to
build gear prototypes, as well as travel stipends, to test
their gear at seas with commercial New England fishermen.
An additional grant of up to $50,000 will be awarded to the
team that has designed and tested a prototype that shows
the most promise in becoming a new, commercially-viable
whale-friendly fishing gear or gear modification.

For additional information, please go to
http://www.nfwf.org/programs/large_whale_gear.htm



MRC to Receive Right Whale Baleen

This season MRC is proud to be receiving a few plates of
baleen from Stumpy, the pregnant female that was killed
last season and found off the coast of Virginia.
Preliminary plans are to obtain the baleen in January and
put it on display at the Lagoon House. Stumpy was the
third longest right whale on record at a length of 52.5 ft.
The baleen that will be on display at the Lagoon House
will be about 6 feet tall!

Did You Know?

Right whale #1045 is the oldest match in the right whale
catalog. A newspaper reporter first photographed her in
1935 as sport fishermen hunted and killed her calf. Even
if this was her first calf, #1045 was probably at least eight
years old at the time. She was photographed again in
1959, 1980, 1985 and 1992. The last sighting was in
1995. At that time, the whale was approximately 70 years
old (she was about 10 years old in order to have a calf in
1935). A member of the New England Aquarium staff has
stated if it were not for ship strikes and fishing gear
entanglements, right whales would probably live to be
100 years old!

Marine Resources Council
3275 Dixie Hwy. NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905

Phone Tree & Email Addresses

We re-organized the phone tree at the end of the 2003-2004
whale season. For those of you making calls for our phone
tree, please look for an updated list of volunteers to call
soon.

MRC is always looking for your email addresses so we can
keep you updated and send you the newsletters via email.
You'll receive the text version of the newsletter in addition to
our web link where you can download a .pdf file to see it
exactly as it was printed (or better). If you print it on your
printer at home, you may get color pictures and it will save
MRC postage costs!

Please send your email address to council@mrcirl.org and
put ATTN: WHALES in the subject line. Thanks!

Right Whale Sighting Hotline
1-888-979-4253
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